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WHERE SHE’S HEADING
AN INTERVIEW WITH NEWLY APPOINTED PRINCIPAL, ANDREA (BULLER ‘96) NEUFELD

CONTINUED ON PG. 2

We sat down 
with MBCI’s new 
Principal, Andrea 
Neufeld to hear 
about her goals, her 
history and what 
it means to be 
Principal. 

How long have you been at MBCI? As a 
Teacher? As an Administrator?
This is my eighth year at MBCI.  I started 
in September 2009 teaching high school 
mathematics and science, which I did 
for three years.  In September 2012 I 
began my role as Assistant Principal and 
continued until this past year when I 
became Principal.  
 
What inspired you to become an 
Educator?
I feel as though I always knew I wanted 
to be a teacher.  I have loved and continue 
to love coming alongside someone 
learning new things.  My poor younger 
brother had to put up with me through 
years of forcing him  to learn math on 
road trips.  This was the beginning of 
my desire to teach.  Later, in my time as 
a student at MBCI, I had a strong sense 
that my teachers loved what they did, 
and this made my hopes to become a 
teacher that much stronger.  My parents 
placed a lot of value on learning and 
through their own example modeled the 
joy of continuous learning, be it on the 
piano, ski hill, basketball court, or the art 
of hosting.    

Can you tell us a bit about your family’s 
history with MBCI?
My family has a long history with MBCI, 
on both my Mom’s and Dad’s side.  My 
Opa, Cornelius D. Buller was one of the 
school’s founding members – a group 
of people who imagined an education 
for their children within a Christian 

context that taught Mennonite history, 
German language and culture.  My Dad, 
Neil Buller (’69), served on the Board of 
Directors, and began coaching basketball 
in September 1969; a commitment that 
has continued for nearly 40 years.  There 
are other stories and involvements that 
my immediate and extended family 
have with MBCI both on the Riediger and 
Buller side that I could share, that may 
even spice up this interview, but you’ll 
have to ask them, of course.   

Why are you passionate about working 
at MBCI?
I am passionate about this place because 
of the opportunity it provides to cultivate 
the character of our students, through 
their learning, and to invite them to a new 
way of living, centered on the teachings 
of Jesus. We teach from the Manitoba 
curriculum and we teach out of who we 
are as people of God.  The experience of 
teaching and leading in the lives of our 
students, of seeing their growth, is a daily 
inspiration to me.  

What are your goals as newly appointed 
Principal? 
This is a hard question to answer in 
just a few statements.  The framework 
that I have been working out of 
relates to culture, learning, story and 
structures.  Establishing a culture of 
collaboration, innovation, and growth 
mindedness; pursuing excellence in 
teaching and learning focused on a 
shared commitment to loving the right 
things, tradition and the practices of a 
healthy Christian community; sharing 
the story of what is happening at MBCI 
and experiencing the joy of this story as 
a community; and working to establish 
structures that hold us up as we move 
into the future.  

What does it mean to you to be the first 
female Principal? 
It’s interesting that I haven’t really been 
asked this question yet.  I remember 
when I became an Assistant Principal 
some of my older female students made a 
point of saying just how great it was that 
there would be a female in leadership 
at the school.  Admittedly, it was really 
fun to experience their excitement and 
support.  It is a strange thing to think 
about being the first female Principal, 
and to represent a historic milestone.  
What is most important to me in this 
is to celebrate and respect the dreams, 
skills and giftings of those women who 
have wanted to serve MBCI in this role in 
the past, and those that will come after 
me.  Firsts of this kind make it possible 
for other women to pursue educational 
leadership in this school, and that is 
exciting.  I should also add that it is 
important for both male and female 
students to know that MBCI is willing 
to support women in leadership.  When 
I think of my own children, and how at 
the young ages of 10, 8 and 5, they can 
support, encourage and engage me in 
conversation about how it is going as 
Principal, and how they see their Dad 
(Justin Neufeld ‘95) celebrate and partner 
in this work, I feel incredibly blessed to 
have this opportunity.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

GRANDPARENT DAY 
2016

WHERE SHE’S 
HEADING CONTINUED

Do you have an alumni update or a feature 
story idea? Tell us by writing to:

Mennonite Brethren 
Collegiate Institute

c/o Lori Derksen
173 Talbot Avenue

Winnipeg, MB
R2L OP6 

Or email - lderksen@mbci.mb.ca

The Link
Editor:  Lori Derksen lderksen@mbci.mb.ca

Layout:  Janis Banman jbanman@mbci.mb.ca

By: Sam Thiessen, Grade 7  
Grandparent Day was an amazing and 
unique experience with fun games, good 
food, and a great time with grandparents.  
My Grandpa came to Grandparent Day 
and, even though he didn’t stay for lunch, 
we still had an enjoyable time in Bible 
and Socials class, playing games and 
showing Grandparents what we have 
learned so far.  

In Bible class, we played Jeopardy about 
the Bible, which my Grandpa helped 
me with when tough questions came 
around.  In Socials, we showed them what 
we learned about maps and location.  

My Grandpa is a very special person to 
me, and I look up to him.  He is a nice 
man with great faith, and he is also a 
doctor.  He has been fortunate enough to 
travel all over the world.  When I grow up, 
I want to look at life in the same way as 
my Grandpa.  

Overall, Grandparent Day was a fun 
experience.

*June 2016 Newsletter Correction
The following was missed from the Athletics 
Listing for the 2015/16 School Year - Grade 9 

Girls Basketball
RETSD Finalists

When you think of MBCI ten years from 
now, what do you see? 
I love this question and you’ll have to 
forgive that I may get carried away with 
it.  The best answer I can give (at least in 
this moment) is that I see an education 
that puts students at its center, that 
has transformed the typical classroom 
into a space of shared learning between 
teacher and student, and that, as much 
as possible, connects student learning 
to real work, for a real purpose.  I see 
teachers co-teaching; subjects that are 
fully integrated with one another, and a 
school culture where staff and students 
are excited about what each of our 
students are learning and creating.  

What does Christian education mean to 
you?
It has been incredibly rewarding to work 
within Christian schools since I began 
my career in 2001.  Christian education 
provides an opportunity to integrate 
teaching and learning with faith, and to 
impart understanding of God’s grace and 
deep love for each one of us.  Alongside 
the Provincial curriculum, we have the 
privilege and responsibility to teach 
students so that they develop cultivated 
habits of curiosity, reason, stewardship, 
compassion, patience, and joy.  The last 
thing I will add is that Christian education 
not only seeks to guide students so 
that they may discover their gifts and 
passions, it focuses on how these gifts are 
most valuable when joined with the gifts 
of others to serve a greater purpose. 

When each grade 12 class graduates, 
what do you hope they take with them 
from their time here?  
I hope that they love learning and all that 
it requires of them, are equipped to make 
a difference in the communities of which 
they are a part, are capable of looking 
beyond themselves to serve others, and 
are individuals who practice love and 
hunger for God.  I also hope they know 
that they are and were beloved, and that 
they know how to practice a love for 
others, because this has been modeled for 
them daily at MBCI.

What does having an alumni network 
of over 6,000 people mean to you and to 
our school?  
This is a testament to the mission and 
vision of MBCI.  It represents a group of 
people with a shared history, with ups 
and downs, celebrations and difficulties, 
wins and losses.  It holds potential for 
joining together out of our shared history 
to support MBCI in continuing to provide 
Christian education to students and 
family members for generations to come.  
It is my hope that in the busyness and 
complexity of our lives, we remember the 
positive ways that MBCI has shaped our 
growth. Where we have experienced pain 
from our time at MBCI, I hope that we 
remain open to the restoration that may 
be possible.  This community of alumni 
is truly a testament of God’s faithfulness 
and provision in the lives of His people.

BE SOCIAL  WITH MBCI

facebook.com/
MBCI173

@MBCI173

OPEN HOUSE 

GR. 9 DAY AT MBCI
CHORAL CONCERT @ 7:30PM

MIDDLE SCHOOL DAY AT MBCI

JAZZ CONCERT @ 7:30PM

WILLY WONKA MUSICAL

CELEBRATING MBCI BENEFIT 
DINNER

GR. 10-12 SPRING CONCERT

GR. 6 - 12 SPRING CONCERT

GRADUATION CEREMONY AT NKMB

JANUARY 31

FEBRUARY 7

FEBRUARY 9

MARCH 7

APRIL 26 - 29

MAY 5

MAY 30

JUNE 6

JUNE 29
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*NEW* CLASS REPRESENTATIVES!

SIGN UP NOW!

FORGREEN GOOD

By signing up you are giving your expressed consent to receive all MBCI 
communications, including The Link, via email. 

Sign up by emailing lderksen@mbci.mb.ca or online at 
mbci.mb.ca/alumni

THREE REASONS YOU NEED TO GO GREEN FOR GOOD 
WITH MBCI
1. Instant access to MBCI Alumni news

2. Stay connected with everything going on at MBCI

3. Help the environment and MBCI by cutting down printing  
    and postage costs - not trees!

MBCI is developing a new program to recruit Class Representatives who serve as a 
liaison between you, the alumni community, and the school. We are looking for 
volunteers to serve as Class Representatives for each graduating year.

For the 2015/16 Class – Hannah Teakle was nominated and recently accepted the 
position as MBCI’s first Class Representative.  Thank you Hannah!

Class Representative Mission & Purpose:
 - Engage and communicate with classmates to develop class identity and  
    unity that  can be shared with the greater alumni community
 - Increase alumni relations to new levels of participation and support

Class Representative Roles & Responsibilities:
 - Act as a liaison between alumni and the school, striving to keep your class  
                   connected to MBCI
 - Assist in communications and class outreach
 - Serve as the gatherer of class news for the alumni newsletter, whether   
       it’s a college graduation, birth of a child, a promotion or retirement or other  
    accomplishments
 - Brainstorm and implement ways for alumni to be more involved and stay    
    connected
 - Serve as a representative at alumni events, including reunions

MBCI
CELEBRATING

ANNUAL BENEFIT  DINNER

SAVE
THE DATE

MAY 5, 2017RBC CONVENTION 
CENTRE WINNIPEG 

B B F

BUILDING
BIG FUTURES
RAFFLE

GRAND PRIZE:  
JETS MEGA PARTY
Invite 18 friends to join you in a suite 
at the MTS Centre! Winnipeg Jets vs. 
Vancouver Canucks @ 7pm 
March 26, 2017. 
$5,000 Value
Compliments of Langreen (2005) Ltd. – 
Jascha (’67) Boge & Jascha P. (’91) Boge

Second Prize:  
REST, RELAX & REJUVENATE
A weekend stay including:
   - Dinner at SMITH
   - 50 minute couples spa treatment at  
      Riverstone Spa
   - Deluxe room at Inn at the Forks 
      with bonus treats
   - Breakfast at SMITH
   - Parking 
$700 Value
Compliments of Friend of MBCI

Third Prize: 
AN EVENING WITH EARL
Behind the scenes tasting of popular 
dishes and drinks, as you share 
treasured stories at Earl’s on Main for 
eight guests. 
$625 Value
Compliments of Earl’s on Main 
     – Lisa Frederick

Fourth Prize: 
GAME 38 – IT ALL STARTS HERE
20 Manitoba Moose Premium Suite 
tickets. Manitoba Moose vs. Tucson 
Roadrunners @ 2pm April 9, 2017 
$620 Value
Compliments of Mark (’83) & CariLyn 
(Friesen ’83) Buller

PURCHASE ONLINE IN THE HAWKS 
SHOP OR CALL LORI DERKSEN @ 

204.667.8210

EVERY TICKET 
PURCHASED 

MAKES A 
DIFFERENCE IN 

THE LIVES OF MBCI 
STUDENTS - BUY 

YOURS TODAY!

TICKETS - 1 FOR $20 or 3 FOR $40
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Held at the St. Boniface Golf Club on 
Thursday, August 25, 2016, the MBCI 
Golf Tournament was a great day – filled 
with community spirit, sunny (mostly) 
skies and great food of course! 

MBCI is thrilled to announce the net 
total from this event is over $34,000!  
If you were able to make it out to the 
Tourney, you would have heard from 
staff and students during the program 
that the Golf Tournament is our biggest 
fundraiser for the MBCI Bursary Fund - 
enabling students/families in financial 
need to pursue a Christian education at 
MBCI.  We also continued the tradition of 
giving back a portion of the proceeds to 
our local community - once again giving 
$2,500 to The Lord Selkirk Breakfast 
Program.  

We are able to do this only because of 
partners like you – your support and 
commitment to MBCI make it possible!  
Thank you!

2016 GOLF COMMITTEE:  
Jason Braun (’89), Bill Enns (’59), Hardy 
Rahn (’81) and David Unruh (’74)

MBCI ADVANCEMENT TEAM:  
Janis Banman, Lori Derksen (Chair) and 
Sherry Sukkau

MBCI
22nd ANNUAL

GOLF TOURNAMENT

TITLE
Langreen (2005) Ltd. - Jascha (‘67) Boge 
& Jascha P. (‘91) Boge 

Mark (‘83) & CariLyn (Friesen ‘83) Buller

DINNER
ft3 Architecture Landscape Interior 
Design - Jerald (‘87) & Jennifer Peters

FRONT NINE 
Derksen Law - Waldy Derksen (‘74)

BACK NINE 
Cardinal Capital Management 
   - Ron Malech

LUNCH 
Holz  Constructors Incorporated 
   - Ted Geddert (‘84)

GOLF CART 
The Cristall Pollack Braun Group at 
CIBC Wood Gundy - Jason Braun (‘89)

PUTTING 
DeFehr Furniture (2009) Ltd. & 
Perimeter Industries Ltd. - Andy DeFehr 
(‘86) & Rick DeFehr (‘83)

HOLE-IN-ONE 
Century 21 - Bachman & Associates - 
David Unruh (‘74) and Chris Unruh

Enns Brothers Ltd. 
   - David Enns & Bob Enns

Polaris Industries - Norm Sukkau (‘80)

EAGLE 
Crosstown Civic Credit Union 
Fidelity Investments
Jilmark - John Froese (‘69)
Lighthouse Exteriors - Alex Boersma
Norm Sukkau (‘80) & Sherry Sukkau
Tag Warehouse - Neil Buller (‘69) & 
Legacy Kitchen Design Group Inc. 
    - John Buller (‘65)
The Janzen Family
Tim Hortons - Will Martens (‘94) &         
   Victor Martens (‘99)
Visions Contracting Services - Henry 
Wiebe (‘73) & David Wiebe (‘99)

BIRDIE
Art Upholstery - James DeFehr (‘88) &      
   Randy Friesen (‘87)
Boge & Boge (1980) Ltd. Design Builders 
Consulting Engineers 
    - Hans Boge (‘68), Hans E. Boge (‘90)           
& Paul Boge (‘91)
Canoe Financial
Capstone Construction (1998) Ltd. 
   - Gerry (‘77) & Cathy Neufeld (‘77) Dyck

Food Systems Management Ltd. 
   - Grant Ritchie 
Hardy (‘81) & Kaethe (Pauls ‘81) Rahn
Howell Mechanical - Allan Peters (‘74)
Olympic Building Centre - Garry Roehr (‘86)  
   & Tamara (Fast ‘86) Roehr

PAR 
Dynamic Funds
Friends Funeral Service 
   - Harry Froese & Harold Koslowsky
Horrocks Insurance - Chris Horrocks (‘99)
Restall & Restall - Ian Restall
Thor Plumbing & Heating Ltd. - Marvin 
Thorsteinson & Justin Thorsteinson (‘03) 
Wallace & Wallace 
    - James Buhler (‘96) & Kori Buhler (‘93)

CASH DONATION 
Invesco
Quality Vending & Coffee Services Ltd. 
   - Jim Jackson
Wiebe Chiropractic Centre 
   - Kevin Wiebe (‘98)
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MBCI held the first Blank Canvas 
fundraising event on Thursday, 
November 3 at the Centennial Concert 
Hall.   With over 160 guests in attendance, 
the evening was an inspirational success.  
A beautifully displayed array of artwork 
from artists across Canada, alumni, our 
community and our students was the 
highlight of the evening!  Guests who 
purchased an Art Draw ticket received 
a number upon arrival – there was 
excitement in the air as the numbers 
began to be called and each guest chose 
their take home piece of art.  With live 
music performed by current MBCI 
parents and students, guests mingled 
taking in the Silent Auction artwork, 
Student Gallery and enjoyed a variety 
of refreshments including desserts from 
Cassidy’s Creations and a custom coffee 
creation from Thom Bargen.

We are thrilled to announce a net total 
of over $53,000!  All money raised will 
be put towards our most recent campus 
expansion helping to create facilities 
that have an impact on the student 
experience.

BLANK CANVAS COMMITTEE:  
Juanita Foerster, Stefanie (Martens ’88) 
Frischbutter, Kristen Pauls (’03) and 
Joanne (Friesen ’92) Storsley

MBCI ADVANCEMENT TEAM:  
Janis Banman, Lori Derksen (Chair) and 
Sherry Sukkau

An evening of 
inspiring art

Thank you to our sponsors!

BLANK
CANVAS

BLANK CANVAS 
Herb (‘60) & Erna (Falk ‘60) Buller

CURATOR
Boge & Boge (1980) Ltd.   
Design Builders & Consulting Engineers   
     - Hans Boge (‘68), Hans E. Boge      
        (‘90) & Paul Boge (‘91)

INSPIRATION
Intact Insurance

CULINARY CREATIONS
Friend of MBCI

COLLECTOR
Spletzer Family Foundation
  
The Bill (‘55) and Margaret 
    (Redekopp ‘61) Fast Family 
    Foundation 

BARISTA BAR
Cornelius (‘60) & Tamira Martens

ARTIST
Airmaker Mechanical 
    - Kal & Lisa (Fast ‘83) Loewen
Crosstown Civic Credit Union
Darco Enterprises Ltd. 
    - Darcy & Marcella Nynych
Friend of MBCI 
Holz Constructors Inc. 
    – Ted (’84) & Carolyn (Wall ’84) 
       Geddert
Krueger Enterprises 
     - Andrew & Heidi (Krueger ‘93)     
       Herrod and Jeremy & Jodi 
       (Krueger ‘96) Kosman
Justin (‘95) & Andrea (Buller ‘96) Neufeld
Oakwood Roofing & Sheet Metal Co. Ltd. 
     - Harry Bosma
Norm (‘80) & Sherry Sukkau

United Therapies 
    - Eugene & Christine Capitano

APPRENTICE
Best Care Dry Cleaners 
     - Kevin & Lisa Hiebert
Bonafide Carpentry - Jeff Herlick
Jack & Sheila Di Santo
Dave (‘86) & Stefanie (Martens ‘88) 
Frischbutter
GDI Service Ltd. - Neil Crump
KPI Connect - Brent Penner
Dr. Walter Nider 
     - Certified Specialist in Orthodontics 
Penner Autobody - Dan & Daphne Roller
Star-Brite Electric - Leo WiLzer
Leroy & Joanne (Friesen ‘92) Storsley
Richard & Wendi (Ronald ‘83) Thiessen

DONATION
BDO Chartered Accountants and Advisors 
      - Lauren Tolton
DJB Enterprises - Daryl Brandt

GRAPHIC DESIGN SERVICES
Chris (‘07) & Krista (Koldyk ‘08) Janzen

SIGNAGE  
lea marc inc. - Brian & Edith Matychuk 

MOVING SERVICES
Quick Transfer 
     - Harvey Mueller & Mark (‘91) Mueller

GUEST FRAMING DISCOUNT
But is it Art…Framing Gallery - Dennis Cruz
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FOR THE RECORD

CLASS OF 2006 - 10th Anniversary Reunion 
Graduates from the Class of 2006 gathered for a two part 
reunion in June and July.  Over 15 classmates attended a 
private tour of MBCI in June.  Over 60 classmates attended a 
casual get together at Chaise Café on July 14.  Attendees were 
having such a good time, a photo wasn’t taken!

A big thank you to Teri-Lynn Friesen, Stephanie Enns & Lauren 
Wiebe for organizing both events.

Please Note:  MBCI still has a few 10 Year Letters, contact Lori 
at lderksen@mbci.mb.ca at MBCI for more info!

CLASS OF 1966- 50TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

The “Class of 1966” (32 of us, along with 14 partners) met over a 
weekend in September. We gathered in Winnipeg from Oregon 
to Vermont, Victoria to Oakville. Another ten would have 
joined us, but were unable to attend. In the weeks before we 
got together we distributed, by email, 38 little autobiographies 
(one to four pages, with photos attached). These “broke the 
ice” for so many of us, who hadn’t seen each other for so long. 
They informed and inspired us; made us laugh and made us 
weep. Our meeting was high energy from beginning to end, 
through three sumptuous and spectacular “parties”: dinner 
at Ed and Agnes Redekopp’s; brunch at MBCI, arranged by 
Elvira Finnigan; and dinner once more, at Harold and Judith 
Dueck’s. We sang a little and talked and talked. And laughed a 
lot. We relaxed into just being together – comfortably. It was 
a wonderful time. You can see photo albums of the event on 
Flickr, at https://www.flickr.com/photos/144884110@N07/
albums.

Update and Photo submitted by Hildi Tiessen 

CLASS OF 1961- 55TH ANNIVERSARY REUNION 

Two events were held on September 10 to celebrate the 
reunion.  In the morning, 26 classmates attended a breakfast 
at the Canad Inn with a time of visiting.  In the evening, a 
dinner was hosted at Frank (’60) & Agnes (Dyck) DeFehr’s home 
where a program was emceed by Anne Loewen and included a 
time of sharing.  There was a great turnout with 45 classmates, 
Henry Visch a teacher of the class, three couples from Ontario 
and two couples came all the way from California.  Attendees 
were having too much fun to take a group picture and plans 
for the 60th reunion in five years are already underway!  

Organizing committee:  Jesse (Peters) Schellenberg, Agnes 
(Dyck) DeFehr, Irmgard (Kliewer) Doerksen, Margaret 
(Redekopp) Fast, Edith Wiebe and Jake and Adeline Klassen. 

Update and photo submitted by Margaret (Redekopp) Fast. 

HAD YOUR 10 YEAR REUNION?
MISSING YOUR 10 YEAR LETTER?
MBCI COULD HAVE YOUR LETTER! CONACT LORI AT
LDERKSEN@MBCI.MB.CA OR VISIT MBCI.MB.CA/ALUMNI10YEAR

LETTER

MBCI PRESENTS

CELEBRATE THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF 

MUSICALS AT MBCI BEFORE THE  SHOW 

APRIL 27TH!

TICKETS $25 - NOW ON SALE!

CALL 204.667.8210

APRIL 26 -29

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL ALUMNI NIGHT!



76

January 2017 Vol. 21 I.1The Link  MBCI Alumni Newsletter - Keeping You Connected

HERE & NOW
We love to hear from you as do your 
classmates!  Alumni are encouraged to 
share professional updates, including 
information about current jobs, recent 
promotions, publications, presentations, 
awards as well as personal updates 
such as additional degrees earned, 
engagements, weddings, new additions 
to your family and other milestones.  

Email your update, story or idea for 
The Link to Lori Derksen at 
lderksen@mbci.mb.ca

SMASHING RECORDS
Winnipeg’s Dan Bergman (centre 
in black and white shirt) broke the 
Guinness World Record Friday evening 
for playing a fighting video game for 
more than 48 hours.

After 55 hours of playing Super Smash 
Bros in support of inner-city kids, 
Daniel Bergman (’07) isn’t done with 
the game.   

“I am going to take a little bit of a break, 
but I don’t think I’m sick of it at all. The 
re-playability goes as far as whether or 
not people are willing to play the game 
with me,” Bergman says. 

Throughout his game time, more than 
two days in total, others picked up a 
controller next to him, but no one else 
participated in the Guinness World 
Record breaking video game marathon. 

Bergman needed a shift of people to 
verify to Guinness how long he played 
and that he took no more than a 
10-minute break for every hour played. 

The feat raised more than $1,000 for 
Geekdom House’s next big project 
which will prepare Winnipeg inner-
city youth for a career in video game 
development.

“The Big Ball of Mud”
Written by Tyler K Morgan (’09)

The Big Ball 
of Mud is a 
character we 
can all relate to. 
He doesn’t fit 
in at the School 
With No Name. 
He just can’t 
seem to do 
anything right. 
However one 

day, everyone realizes just how special 
he really is.
Tyler K Morgan is simply a kid at heart. 
He writes children’s books from an 
adult perspective with all the emotion 
and respect intact. This is only the first 
book in a line of children’s books, he 
wishes to share with the world.  Tyler 
currently resides in Toronto.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Marcia Friesen (’90), P.  Eng. FEC 
recently received the 2016 Champion 
of Engineering Education award from 
the Engineers Geoscientists Manitoba.  
Congratulations!

In October this year, the Fall 2016 
Asper School of Business Convocation 
announced Hudson Isaak (’10) 
graduated BComm with Honours.

On Tuesday, November 22, three 
MBCI Alumni received their Iron 
ring at the Ritual of the Calling of an 
Engineer ceremony and reception 
at the University of Manitoba.  
Congratulations to Daniel Froese (’07) 
graduating as a Civil Engineer and is 
working at CN, Kieran Derksen (’12) 
graduating as a Bio-Medical Engineer 
and plans to go on to medical school 
and Nick Geddert (’12) graduating as 
an Electrical Engineer and beginning to 
work on his Masters in Engineering.

Tourism Winnipeg named Trudy 
Schroeder (’77) its Leader of the Year 
2016. The River East MB Church member 
has been the Executive Director of 
the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra 
since July 2008. She spent a decade in 
a similar position with the Winnipeg 
Folk Festival and has volunteered 

for community 
organizations 
including Travel 
Manitoba. She 
has previously 
received the Mayor’s 
Voluntary Service 
Award (for work 
with the Exchange 
District Biz) and the 
YM/YWCA’s Woman 
of  Distinction 

Award.
 
In Search of the Way

Noah Derksen (’11) has led an 
interesting life, and seeks to learn from 
every step.  Recently Noah released his 
new album; In Search of the Way, the 
follow-up to his debut Man That I Am. 
 
Derksen describes his music as 
“contemplative folk.” 

“In Search of the Way represents a 
progression from my first album,” 
Derksen explained. “I look at who 
I am and what’s important. That 
characterizes my current position in 
life.”

For the first time, Derksen said he is 
free to make his own choices. A recent 
science graduate from the University 
of British Columbia where he was a 
member of the Thunderbirds volleyball 
team, Derksen has spent much of his life 
adhering to his academic and athletic 
schedules.

“It’s a vast world and I have to decide 
what I want to do. It’s terrifying and 
exciting,” he admitted.



8

January 2017 Vol. 21 I.1The Link  MBCI Alumni Newsletter - Keeping You Connected

TIME TO REUNITE

2016

2017

If you would like to help plan YOUR class reunion, 
please contact Lori Derksen Alumni Relations 
and Events Manager at: lderksen@mbci.mb.ca or 
204.667.8210 ext. 2109

CLASS OF 1991 - 25th  Anniversary Reunion

PLANS ARE UNDERWAY for SPRING 2017!

For more information, please contact Paul Boge at 
paulb@boge-boge.com
_____________________________________________________

CLASS OF 1956 - 60th  Anniversary Reunion

Interested in Organizing?  
Contact Lori at lderksen@mbci.mb.ca

CLASS OF 2007 - 10th  Anniversary Reunion

SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, August 26, 2017

For more information, please contact Patricia Kumbakisaka at 
pat.kumbakisaka@gmail.com. 

Please Note:  Your 10 Year Letters are available, contact Lori  
ldersken@mbci.mb.ca at MBCI for more info!
_____________________________________________________

CLASS OF 1992 - 25th Anniversary Reunion

Interested in Organizing?  Contact Lori at lderksen@mbci.mb.ca
_____________________________________________________

CLASS OF 1967 - 50th Anniversary Reunion
Organizing Committee:  Karin Klassen, Irene Schellenberg, 
Millie Kroeker, George Janzen, Jascha Boge, P. Douglas Brown and 
Paul Hiebert

May 26-28, 2017
 
Front Row (L-R): Irene (Isaak) Schellenberg, Millie (Loewen) 
Kroeker, Karin (Doerksen) Klassen

Back Row (L-R):  George 
Janzen, Paul Hiebert, 
Doug Brown, Jascha 
Boge

Congratulations to the 
following six people for 
taking the time to enter 
our Reunion Contest!  
Prizes will be awarded 
to you at the Saturday 
evening banquet, on 
May 27, 2017!

• Lynda (Neufeld) Mieske and Sandra (Dyck) Aeschlimann – who     
   recognized us all!
• Marlene (Redekop) Wiens and Madeline (Toews) Funk   
   who wished they recognized us all!
• John Wiens, who creatively recognized the back row as     
   John, Paul, George and Ringo from the 60’s!
• Teacher John Isaak, who thought the people in the    
   picture were much too old to be in the Class of ’67!

Thanks to the many of you who have taken the time to drop me a 
quick line (kiklassen@shaw.ca for everyone else who still might 
want to do so!), who have forwarded our information to others, or 
who have expressed a desire to attend! We are just so pumped that 
classmates from as far away as Ontario and BC have committed 
to attend. What a chance to mingle again with teachers who will 
be there - John Isaak, Peter Peters and Bruce Enns are planning to 
come!  As a committee, we have found that, although we have not 
kept in contact often throughout the past 50 years, we really are 
enjoying each other’s company now! We look forward to meeting 
you also – it will be fun to share stories or reminiscences together 
all weekend! Please consider coming when the registration form 
is sent to you in January. George Janzen (GBD@mts.net) will be 
our registrar.

This weekend is for YOU! We would love your suggestions for and 
involvement in any of these events:

Friday evening, May 26, 2017    
Gathering at the home of Blondina (Martens) Falk

Saturday afternoon, May 27, 2017  
Tour Of MBCI and coffee

Saturday evening, May 27, 2017 
Dinner at Western Canada Aviation Museum

Sunday morning, May 28, 2017 
Farewell Gathering in MBCI’s multi-purpose room

We are planning to put together a memory book of our classmates 
and will be calling upon you all, whether or not you attend, to 
submit your life story in brief form early in the new year. Our 
trusty yearbook editor from the past, Linda (Voth) Alexander, has 
offered to put everything together for us as a memory of those 
formative years at MBCI! 
Our contact info is growing. We could still use your help in locating 
some “missing” colleagues:

Bill (Willie) Bergen   
Connie Crockett 
David Hamm  
Dave Harper  
Henry Krahn   
Richard Kroeker 
Wendy McElroy 
_____________________________________________________

CLASS OF 1957 – 60th  Anniversary Reunion
Interested in Organizing?  
Contact Lori at lderksen@mbci.mb.ca
_____________________________________________________

CLASS OF 1952 - 65th  Anniversary Reunion
SAVE THE DATE!  
MBCI will be hosting your class on: Friday, June 9, 2017

Email Dorothy Derksen at dorothygd@mymts.net
You won’t want to miss it!

Carol Peters 
Dankmar Reichert
Rudy Schmidt
Abe Thiessen 
Garry Toews 
Bernie Warkentin
Gudrun Wolter
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PURPOSE
Learn with

MENNONITE BRETHREN COLLEGIATE INSTITUTE
GR. 6 - 12 CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

NEW FOR 2017/18! 

OPEN HOUSE

DAY AT MBCI

STAR 6: INNOVATIVE LEARNING IN GRADE 6

VENTURES: BUSINESS CERTIFICATION PROGRAM FOR GRADES 9 - 12

ENHANCED FAMILY DISCOUNT

ADDITIONAL BUS ROUTES 

FULL & PARTIAL BURSARIES AVAILABLE

Gr. 9 - February 7 
Gr. 6-8 - February 9
Grade 4 and up welcome

Call 204.654.5788 to register 
for Day at MBCI 

January 31 - 7pm
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The education we provide at MBCI is centered on the practices and values of a Christian community; we are committed to 
shaping an environment that nurtures the whole child, providing encouragement as well as growth and development.

Our passionate, caring and inspiring teachers want to see students flourish; communicating with, and working alongside 
parents in helping students to succeed, to grow, and to belong. Learning experiences are designed with intention to cultivate 
character, focus on skill and understanding, and promote the application of content. MBCI students are supported and 
challenged to value their learning and to develop a growth mindset in all that they do.

When students graduate, we are confident that their time spent at MBCI has equipped them for success in post-secondary 
study as well as the workplace.

WHY MBCI?

LEARN MORE AT MBCI.MB.CA

Learning & Growth
I have a growth mindset rooted in a foundational love of 
learning that will remain with me my entire life. I am able 
to solve problems in creative and innovative ways, thinking 
critically and with discernment in any situation.   

Faith
I have a clear understanding of what it means to live a Christ-
centered life, based on the teachings of Jesus.  I am able to 
move into the world with compassion for all, because of the 
faith modeled by my teachers, and it fosters the passion I 
have for serving others.

Leadership
I have developed the character and skills necessary to lead 
with integrity.  I am able to effectively communicate in a 
way that positively influences those around me, and I have 
a resilience that enables me to take on difficult challenges. 

Community
I have a strong commitment to working with others as 
stewards of the world.  I am a community-minded citizen 
who places priority on collaboration and developing 
relationships.  I remain engaged and connected to the work 
of caring for our environment and those in need.

THE CHARACTER AND HABITS 
OF AN MBCI GRADUATE

MBCI invites students to develop the kinds of habits that 
will enable them to practice our vision: to learn, love and 
engage with the world around us. These habits help 
teachers frame and measure student learning, and 
ultimately, the thoughts, words, and actions practiced 
by our graduates characterize them in distinct ways.


